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RECORDED BY: n. I.. Salzraan 
MHC 

ORGANIZATION: 

DATE: 
July 1981 

HISTORIC NAME: Bird Island Light s t a t i o n 
Marion 

TOWN: 

LOCATION: An island due south of Butler P t . o 
east entrance to Sippican (Marion) 

COUNTY: Plymouth CODE: 023 Harbor 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 10th 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Plymouth County Courthouse 

(Book 134, p. 270 (1819) 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

Bird Island: the lighthouse is the 

only standing structure 

LAT./LONG.: LAT 41 40'9"N LONG 70 43'4"W 

UTM COORDINATE: 19/357/000/4bl4/200 

USGS QUADRANGLE :Prov.RI. , Mass .. Conn. 
SCALE: 1:250,000 

ACREAGE: 3 acres 

OWNER(S): Town of Marion 
Town Hall 
Marion, Massachusetts 

(Maintained by the Sippican 
Historical Society) 

STATUS: 

Unmanned/Active 



Lighthouse # 4 

Bird Island Light, Marion 

SITE DESCRIPTION: _Bird Island Light, Marion, is located on an island (at high 
water) on the east side of the mouth of Sippican Harbor, opposite the town of 
Marion. This island is covered with low scrub and rocks and otherwise serves 
as a tern nesting ground. 
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MAJOR ELEMENTS DESCRIPTION: The extant element is a privately maintained 
conical tower (1819}. ~ 

TOWER: conical masonry tower painted white; 30' above water; 25' tower. 
Originally i t was attached to a stone dwelling 
Door: modern steel. 
Windows: at level 2. 
Balcony: projects beyond tower with no coving or brackets 
beneath. Typical t r i p l e r a i l i ng with vertical grid between 
posts; knob ornaments at top of post. 
Lantern: typical cast iron design with tower portion of iron and 
incorporating a scuttle door; unusual diagonal astragals between 
window posts. Surmounted by typical conical roof. Only base to 
ventilator remains, vent bal l and lightning rod gone. 

LIGHT CHARACTERISTICS: Fl W 6 sec. 
INTERIOR: not accessible 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY-: 

3 /5 /1819 - George and B e t t y B l a n k i n s h i p s o l d l a n d t o U . S . Government f o r 
3200 . 

6 /19 /1819 - Commonwealth o f Massachuse t t s cedes j u r i s d i c t i o n t o U .S . 
Government . 

1819 - t o w e r c o n s t r u c t e d ; a t t a c h e d t o s t o n e d w e l l i n g . A l t h o u g h 
i m p o r t a n t a t t h e t i m e o f i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n , i t s r o l e g r a d u a l l y 
d i m i n i s h e d because S i p p i c a n H a r b o r was, f r o z e n ove r and t h e r e f o r e 
d u r i n g much o f t h e w i n t e r „ J + ^ J « S urt 

1938 - H u r r i c a n e washed away o u t b u i l d i n g s . 
1939 - S o l d t o town a f t e r b e i n g d e c l a r e d s u r p l u s . 
7 / 9 / 1 9 7 6 - r e s t o r e d b y town and S i p p i c a n H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y w i t h l o c a l 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s ( $ 1 3 , 0 0 0 ) . L i g h t r e s t o r e d , a u t o m a t i c beacon 
i n s t a l l e d and t o w e r p a i n t e d . 

1981 - Tower was v a n d a l i z e d . Tower a g a i n r e s t o r e d by H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 
(3:1000) . 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The B i r d I s l a n d L i g h t , M a r i o n , possesses i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s and w o r k m a n s h i p as w e l l as a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h t h e 
deve lopmen t o f a i d s t o n a v i g a t i o n i n M a s s a c h u s e t t s . C o n s t r u c t e d i n 1 8 1 7 , i t 
i s an e a r l y masonry t o w e r and a l t h o u g h i t s o u t b u i l d i n g s were d e s t r o y e d i n 
1938 , i t r e m a i n s a l o c a l l y i m p o r t a n t n a v i g a t i o n a l l andmark i n a p i c t u r e s q u e 
p o s i t i o n . The l i g h t meets c r i t e r i a A and C o f t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f 
H i s t o r i c P l a c e s on t h e s t a t e l e v e l . I t a l s o meets s u r v e y c r i t e r i a 3a and 4 a . 
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