TOWN OF MARION

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST
November 13, 2012
7:00 P.M.
Community Room, Police Station 

MINUTES

MEMBERS PRESENT:      Nicholas Grace, Chairman 





  Sharon Matzek 





  Stephen Cushing 
                                                Ora Mae Torres
                                                Jon Henry 
MEMBERS ABSENT:        Jody Dickerson
OTHERS PRESENT:         Pam Marean
Chairman Grace called the meeting to order at 7:01p.m. 
Approval of Minutes: October 9, 2012
Motion made by Chairman Grace to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by Mr. Cushing.
VOTE: 5-0-0
Subsidized Housing Inventory (SHI) Report
There was discussion about the letter from the DHCD which counted the Subsidized Housing Inventory in the Town of Marion.  It was noted that the local residency preference provisions for the Baywatch comprehensive permit, do not meet guidelines.  There was question about the timing of the housing inventory and the cut off to have other affordable housing projects become eligible. Also questioned was if the Inventory numbers were based on the issuance of the Building Permit or of the Comprehensive Permit and the length of time the permit was issued; one year or two years.  

It was decided that the Trust Assistant would research the timing based on either the building permit or the issuance of the Comprehensive Permit.  
Discussion: Grant Requests c/o Pamela Marean, Professional Grant Writer

There was discussion about the list of questions e-mailed dated 11/13/2012 (on file in Trust Office).   Mrs. Marean explained that she needed to get a scenario of the problems the Trust has had with getting funding.  

She explained that the other issues are that the Trust is not a 501C3 such as the Marion Institute or Community Foundation in New Bedford.  There is also the University which may be willing to do a sustainability project in the South Coast or possibly do a study for the area.  The 501C3 takes on a project and the money is funneled through the 501C3.  She commented that another obstical would be that no funder will give the money to spend on a project which is not self - supporting.   
After discussion Mrs. Marean proposed that she would contact SRPEDD and HUD to see what potential funding for an affordable housing study could be and to see what opportunities there would be without having a revolving fund for housing.    
Also discussed was the possibility of a multi-town assisted living facility that is municipally sponsored.

Potential Affordable Housing Properties
None to report. 
2013 Meeting Schedule
Motion made by Mr. Cushing to approve the 2013 Meeting Schedule, seconded by Mrs. Torres.
VOTE: 5-0-0
After discussion it was decided that the December meeting would be cancelled.

Motion made by Mr. Cushing to adjourn, seconded by Mrs. Matzek at 8:10P.M
VOTE: 5-0-0
Respectfully Submitted,
Nicholas Grace
List of Documents Submitted:
Minutes – October 9, 2012
DHCD – Subsidized Housing Inventory report Dated September 28, 2012

2013 Meeting Schedule
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