TOWN OF MARION

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST
September 12, 2011
7 P.M.
Conference Room of Police Station
MINUTES
MEMBERS PRESENT:     Nicholas Grace
                                               Stephen M. Cushing

                                               Sharon Matzek   

                                               Ora Mae Torres
                                               Jonathan F. Henry 
                                               Roger F. Blanchette
MEMBERS ABSENT:       None Absent 
ALSO PRESENT:               Dana Angelo
                                               Helen Westergard

                                               Suzy Peterson

                                               Dot Burrill
Chairman Grace called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  (Much of this tape inaudible.)
Approval of Minutes
The Minutes of August 15, 2011 were passed over until next meeting.
Tenant Concerns
Dot Burrill approached the Board and handed out a letter which outlined LNV Resident Demographic statistics (on file in the Affordable Housing Trust Office).  She explained that there are presently 15 Marion residents now renting units – 31% of the LNV 48 units.  There is now a waiting list which consists of 20 applications for the 30% median income units ($14,650) and none are available.  
Little Neck Village Comprehensive Permit
Attorney Witten explained to the Board that there were two things advertised in the public hearing notice (legal ad on file in the MAHT office). The first component of the legal notice is to revise the comprehensive permit to allow for more local residents.  

He explained that the objection is the second piece – the change in which the monitoring agent would be.  It is all about the money and the DHCD gets paid to be the monitoring agent.   He explained that the monitoring agent gets paid two to three thousand per year to handle the review process and to make sure there has been a fair lottery for each tenant that applies with Peabody.  He explained that that there is no legal reason or issue with recording that would be a problem with changing the comprehensive permit.  It would also not jeopardize their financing.  He felt if the Trustees want to move forward with the Amendment that the Board of Appeals would support them. If approved by the ZBA they would then collectively work with the DHCD.  
After discussion it was decided that Jon Witten would contact Dana Angelo and Paul Bouton prior to the public hearing and would report back to the Trustees.  It was decided to move forward with the ZBA Public Hearing October 6, 2011 at 8:00p.m.

Other Business
Mr. Blanchette brought forward information about a meeting that had happened at Town Hall regarding the Bay Watch 40B project.  He explained that a group headed by David Croll proposed an application to the CPC requesting $300,000 to purchase 12 acres of land.  In exchange there would be conveyance to the Town for the connection to the bike path.  There would also be a reduction from 168 units to 96, and an increase in the number of affordable units from 42 to 60.  
Attorney Witten also added that there would be 36 single family lots possibly 25% affordable – he explained that no formal presentation has been made to any public body.    
There was discussion as to if the Trust should support the application.  After discussion the Trust decided that it would need more information to support the application and should invite David Croll to the next MAHT meeting.

Motion made by Mr. Blanchette to advise the delegate to the CPC (Chairman Grace) to oppose the application based on the fact that there is a lack of information, seconded by Mr. Henry.

VOTE: 6-0-0
Chairman’s Report

Chairman Grace brought forward in an e-mail (on file in MAHT office) from Judy Mooney Town Accountant regarding the funds available in the MAHT budget.  Currently the MAHT has a balance of $159, 550.84 in the Trust of which $42,938 is designated for LNV.  It was questioned as to why there was so much money available for LNV. 
After discussion it was decided that Chairman Grace would check with Mrs. Mooney to get an accounting of the allotments and expenditures of LNV.

Other Business
Steve Cushing spoke to the Trust regarding the Frigate Restaurant.  The new owners were exploring what options they would have for the property.  He explained that one possibility would be to keep as a restaurant – would require major septic and building overhaul.  Also proposed was to sell to the Town for Affordable Housing – is difficult to get a developer for such a small project.  After discussion Mr. Cushing suggested have the owners come before the Trust to discuss the possibilities.

McGee Property – Habitat for Humanity  
The Trust Secretary had spoken with the Habitat office and was told that applications  for the home were currently under review.   The transfer of the property was still in process.  

Sherman Property

Unable to contact Randy Parker, it was suggested that Jon Rockwell be called in for discussion.
Adjournment
Vote to Adjourn 6-0-0 9:05p.m.
List of Documents Submitted:
Little Neck Village Resident Demographics - received 9/12/11.

E-mail – Judy Mooney dated 9/01/2011

Parcel Summary  - The Frigate Restaurant
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